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On Rosh Hashonna we do not say any Selichos. We do not ask G-d for forgiveness for our
sins. For the last few days before Rosh Hashonna, we got up early and made special prayers
asking G-d for forgiveness because we have sinned. However, on Rosh Hashonna we do not
do this. In fact, the Shulchan Orech says that if we mention that we have sinned on Rosh
Hashonna, we have committed a sin. The rabbis g0 to great lengths to try to explain how we
can even say Ovinu Malkeynu on Rosh Hashonna since the first line says, "Our Father, our

King, we have sinned before You.” Why should this be?

Also, why is it that we mention the exodus from Egypt on Rosh Hashonna? What does Rosh
Hashonna have to do with the exodus from Egypt, but we mention it in the kiddush and we
say it in Mussaf when it says, "I remember for them the first covenant when I brought them
out from the land of Egypt.” Also, we all know that we blow 100 notes on the shofar on
Rosh Hashonna: 30 before we put away the Torah; 30 in our shul during the silent Amidah;
30 during the repetition of the Amidah; and 10 at the end of the services. The rabbis tell us
that we blow 100 notes of the shofar because of the moans that the mother of Cisera made
when her son was delayed in coming from his battle against the Jewish people. This seems
absurd. Why should the rabbis care what an anti-Semite did when her son was delayed from
the battlefield? We know, of course, that Cisera was killed. When he was delayed all the
advisors and friends of Cisera's mother, the great Canaanite gencral told her not to worTy
that he was getting more booty, killing more Jews, getting more property, but she knew in
her hearts of hearts that this was not so. She knew that she was going to receive bad news.

We blow the shofar 100 times to tell us that we know in our heart of hearts that our soul is
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pure, that no matter how we may have besmirched it during the year, it still is pure. We can
wipe away all the things which have besmirched it. G-d still needs us and beckons to us
even after we have let Him down. That's of course, is one of the meanings of the word
shofar. It means to be beautiful. We can throw off our bad habits of the past. We are
beautiful. In fact, that is what the word shapiro means. It is Aramaic for beautiful from the
same root as shofar. G-d needs us. Without us, He is not king. That's what we read about
in the Adon Olom. We say G-d is the master of the world, but Adon is not a Melech, not a
king. An Adon rules against our will, but a king is crowned by his people. G-d tells us that

we are important. He can only be a king if we recognize Him.

Rosh Hashonna is also the day on which we crown G-d as king. We tell G-d we want to
help Him make this a better world, and we have the capacity to do so. Each of us is
beautiful. Each of us can be more than we are now. That is the message of Rosh Hashonna.
The message of Rosh Hashonna is that we are important because G-d counts on us. We

count because we are counted on.

That's why we are happy on Rosh Hashonna and wear our best clothes and eat good meals.
That's what the prophet Nehemiah told us to do. We are not to be sad on this day. After
all, even if we recognize we have the capacity to overcome sin, what good is it? We first
have to know we have the capability to overcome sin and all our problems. That, of course,

is why we remember the exodus from Egypt because the Jewish people were a slave rabble,
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uneducated, many were even idol worshippers, but they were able to overcome this because
they knew they had a beautiful soul, a capacity based on the teachings of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob to be G-d's partner in creation. They once asked Michelangelo how he made such
wonderful statues. He said, "I just brought out the beauty in the stone.” No matter how
many strikes of the hammer on the stone, no matter how many mistakes had to be corrected,
beauty eventually showed through. The same is true of us. No matter the many mistakes we
make, the beautify can still shine through. Each of us is beautiful. Each of us is important

because G-d is counting on us. Each of us can be more than we are.

I am reminded of the story they tell about three friends who were in their early 30's and got
into a discussion. They asked each other, "What do you like people to say about you in 100
years?" The first one said, "I would like people to say about me that I was a good
businessman.” The second said, "I would like people to say about me that I was a good
father.” The third one said, "I weuld like people to say about me how good I look.” Each
of us is beautiful. On Rosh Hashonna we are to proclaim that we have the capacity to be
G-d's partner in creation, and we are important. Let us all hope that we will act beautifully
so the Mashiach will come quickly in our day, and we will all be blessed with a healthy,

happy, and prosperous New Year. Amen.




